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AES Solar

• Established 1979

• Installation Services Across Scotland 
and parts of UK

• Manufacture Solar Thermal Collectors

• 30+ Employees
• Consultancy, design, manufacturing 

installation, O&M

• 2021 Highlands and Islands Enterprise 
Award for Excellence in Upskilling, 
Reskilling and Emerging Leaders
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Where are we now?
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Where could we be?

• A solar ambition of 4-6 GW

• Approx. 1kW per person

• 15% of Electricity Consumption [2]

• Equivalent to Torness 1 [3]

• Domestic: 1 – 1.5 GW

• 500k homes with 2-3kW [4]

• Commercial: 0.7 – 1 GW

• 200 SEC Centres [5]

• Utility: 2.3 – 3.5 GW

• An area of land 7.5 x 7.5 km [6]
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• Where did these figures come from

• How do our figures compare to 

what's out there
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Solar Employment Potential

• Where did these figures come from
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6 GW x 27.5k job-years / 10 years = 16.5k ft jobs
6 GW x 5k job-years / 10 years = 3k ft jobs



Long Term Sustainable 
Jobs

• Investment in green energy creates 

more net jobs

• Jobs related to design and build 

often treated as transient (job-years)

• Sustained deployment beyond 

2050 = high quality careers
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Supporting Solar Skills

• “[Policies supporting job creation and training] will 

prevent the situation of green skills demand being 

stimulated by government policy, but not being matched 

by equivalent action to meet this demand, leading to 

skills bottlenecks and/or programme failure due to 

unskilled operators” -OECD/Cedefop (2014, p.12)

• Solar provides full range of careers from 

highly skilled to elementary labour

• Rapid increase in deployment = rapid 

increase in employment

• Skills gap and labour shortage already 

causing serious bottleneck
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What’s next?

• Scottish Government to set clear 

ambition (4-6GW) and stable policy

• Cross collaboration with industry, 

government and academia

• Create, attract, upskill, reskill talent
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